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| Declassification of Captured German Documents~ uun-w Cﬂa-u».‘wtn'-tvw

Col. Mb%, Chief of the Information Cortrol Section of the Securlty
Group, War Department General Staff has given oral authorization to the
Chief of GMDS to up-grade and down-grade any captured German documents.
Continuous pressure has been brought to bear by the Secretary of War
on the Intelligence and Information Division (ex—Publlc Relations Division)
to make available to the general public declassified captured German
documents. ' GMDS supported by the Historical Division has evaded the issue
due to the fact that sufficient pérsonnel is not available to service or
to set up separately declassified documents for use by civilian researchers.
However, additional space has been secured at Building 701, Columbia Pike
for GMDS and it is planned to set up there all declassified captured records.

A study':has also been submitted to the Security Group requesting the
services of a deglassification team.to screen the remainder of the GMDS
records for further classification. This is still pending.
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FUNGTIONS AND ORGANIZATION OF GERMAN MILITARY DOCUMENT SECTION

Parf I .
Ze Mission
The missions of GMDS were outlined in Memorandum by Chief,

In'be_llig?nce Group, dated 5 June 1946, and are listed below, They
are carried out in priority indicated. ' ’

(1) Insure continuous dissemination of informati
_ ) ] on on
material available for research by SDS on the USSR.

|
1 _
| (2) Complete cataloguing and maintenance of an a

) - ctive
l library of German captured documents, . :
|
|

3) Recéive' and process incomin ivi
L g documents giving
‘pr:Lor:.ty to documents pertaining to USSR, &

(%) Pubiiéh catalogue of material in GMDS ‘
L) » f
:Lni'ormatl_on of all authorized agencies, o

(5) GMDS will maintain the Librar v

_ y for all German
captur?d documentss Documents will be made available to all
authorized agencies on a loan basise

SECRET
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W Dictated over Telephone by Major Seeley

16 April 1947

Mission of German Military Document Section:

1. To insure.cbntinuous dissemination of information & dnd
material available for research by SIS on the Nussiaw _Lmd us’t.r\a\ Po-\:e,y\\{a\

2, Keep) catalogue, and main‘céﬁ;'mce of an active library
of German captured documents.

3« Receive and process incoming documents, glVlng priority
to documents e rtaining to géﬂstv the USSR

L Publlsh catalogue of matem_al in GMDS for information
of all authorized agencies.

5. GMD.S will maintain the 1lnrary for all German captured
documents.- Documents will be made available to all authorized agencies
on a loan basis. | . ‘

In addition we determine whn':ch dbcunients are of intelligence value
and. shquld be maintained actively and which ones are of historical or
of no future value and should be maintained inactively.

Dispose of captured German documents which are of neither historical

- nor inﬁélligence valué by diétribution to War Depértment Library, Library

of Ccngz;ess and to the technical services.“ |

Screening of incoming material; maintenance of intelligence catalogue;
assembling for disposition to other sources; advise the Adjutant General

"and the priorities of documents
in the dispésition of captured documents/for libraries ;5 maintain liaison
« with Intelligence Division, War Department

; Searching for and assembling of documents containimg intelligence
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information on a specific subject as requested by authorized inteiligence
agencies.
Adj’uta.nt ‘General wil_l confrol captured documents; You should control
as well as choose.
' Merger -of SDS/GM]E on paper, certainly, but _actué.lly SDS trained
reople should stay where they are and GMDS wﬁere they are, but personnel
should be interchanged, |

SDS personnel has been kept away from GMDS as much as. possible, Ik by

, |
off | and lead around whenever they visited GMDS. : S0X1

Garry and myself. We were very formally advised that they be put in charge

On the Adjutant General side E is going to stay for 60 maximum O0X1

and then wifl ioe converted to civilian. He might be a civilian working

for the Adjutant Generalg +M C\CT (‘5‘“ Pg) o -
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e ‘T\ C iy, RISSEMINATTON N'OF THE Il ELLIGENCE} CARD QATALOGU o
v o B D /
o A) ae o Intelligence Library, Intelligence \“
h Division (1 set). &~

", b. Air Information Division, A-2 Library SXHULD‘
o Branch, Army Alr Forces., (2 sets) o |
' : : ’» ! L
¢. Central Intelligence Group, office eiW.méfnf
of Collection, New War Department N8
?rc\

,Building.» (1 got) B o [
. d, Ganadian Army Staff, GSO 1. Ops and | Mji)
)
W(?*

Int, Washington D.Ca ~ Attn; Lt. Col, .
,'Qutbill (2 sets)

8« -;British Army Staff, New War Department
~ Bldg. Washington D.cC. - ( 2'sets)

£, Joint Intelligence Bureau 11 Bryanston r
' Square; London W, 1 England.- (1 set) :

| %—f G T’éMQ T maﬂw rem)
B;)DISSEMINA I0ON . OF Eg IX TELLIG NC CARD CATALOG B l_ READTNG PANEL

Distribution

‘ Eurisiang; 1 1""'J-, : §3 S;
Western ropean -1 g \
Scientific = 1 B 9 ‘\2\ ©
.Topographic - 1 '. ?‘wr__ N§
Map & Photo - 1 - ’é
United States Br, = 1 \

Quartermaster - 1 -l

., Chemlcal Corps = 1 - :
. 84ignal - 1 ,

‘Engineers - 1 .
Trangportation - 1°

- grdmence -1 X
‘e ca - 3
ONI =1 . — 7.

p;State - 2
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THE GMDS INTELLIGENCE CATALOGUE

1. "General Explanation. !

In the collection of documents held by the German Nilitary
Documents Section, there is a large amount of material of great
intelligence value. The purpose of the intelligence catalogue is
to make known te all interested intelligence agencies phat material
is available in the GMDS library. ' This is being done by the
preparatien and distribution ef index cards, each of which shows .
one item from the collection, classified by subject and location.

The following explenatimn of tﬁe GMDS intelligence catalogue
and its use, is ferwarded with the first batch of 500 cards to be
issued.

2. Design of Cards.

The cards have been designed for use in the following weys :

&, - To be set up as a centrel index which would include all
cards issued, crosssreferenced under all subject classifications and
geographic classifications entered on the cards.

b. To be set up as separate card indices, each embracing
the specialized subject er group ef subjects for the use of agencies
with special interests,

«¢.  To be distributed as individual cards and routed to
intefestedvagenciés, so that these may all have an opportunity of
"selecting items from GMDS collection which would be of interest to

them. .

A blenk space has been left at the top of each card to
enable agencies using the card to fill in any classifiecation they prefer.

3. Explanatien of the individual card.

) A typical card is reproduced as Appendix 1, showing'how the
information is set forth upen it. I

4. Filing. .

The cards are designed to be filed uhder each of the subject
headings listed en the card and also under the geographical location
listed an the left-hand side ef the card. The subject headings that
have.been used in  the compilation ¢f the cards are listed in Appendix 2,
Cards mey, of course, be filed under any other classification that
agencies receiving them may consider more suitable, and a space has
been left for suth classification.(e.gs BID number) to be inserbed.

5. Use of the cards.

The cards are intended to indicate to interesteg agencies
what items are available in the GMDS document collection, When an
agency requires the information to which reference is made on the card,
request should be made through the proper channels to GMDS for a phote-
copy of the item 8r for the original on loan. Where location permits,.
agencies may find it more convenient to refer to documents im the GMDS

library before requesting photocopies or originals on loan.

6. Scope of the Catalogué.

v The Intelligence. Catalogue is designed to show what is availe
able in the following. fields:
. ' ) CONFIDENTIAL :
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a, Military Intelligence, ;
e ALY infprmation on armies, navies, and air forces ef
countries other ‘then enemy countries in the Second Werld War,

b; ‘Basic ;ntélligeﬁce.'

Topographical and econemic intelligence on Eastern ‘i
Germany and-en countries to the east of Germany (including the
Balkggtand Asiatic countries) and on Spain and Portugal,

¢é §eientific and Technical Intelligence.

_ «AII'iptelligence\én weapons, military techniques, and
sclentific research of potential value and application to warlike

endg T

. S there sﬁoﬁld be a demand for-information not covered
in the subject headings, it may be possible at a later date to extend
the sgope of the catglogue. . ' :

o

1)

C-0=NeF~I-D-E-NeT-I-A-L
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C-O_N.F_I_D-EN_-T-I_A-L’ _ : .
APPENDIX 1 _ . : .
SPECIMEN CARD FROM GMDS INTELLIGENCE INDEX " S S

Card No. 516 is reprodué’e‘d below with explanstion of entries.

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3
Subjects- Description & Geogranhic
o reference : location . .
) CONFIDENTIAL
Space for agencies' own _
classification B B
Main heading - - - Army Deteiled report on Fermen Russifl] —mmmemememwme- Geggravhic location
Subject heading 1 ; Tactics & experience in the winter ’ A :
: - ' * Strategy - campaign in Bussia includ- A Description of item
Subject heading 2 -l Equipment ing tactical, supply-and B o
Subject heading 3 e Logistics transportation problems
) - L under the impact of Pussian
Main heading J . 3Metecrology &  yinter and-the "mud-veriod". .
. Subject heading 4Y ‘ e R Clrimatolozy ' o (Date of validity of
. S L { " S 12 Feb L2 - - - : (i.nformatiox}
o . : ) Le .
Main heading- . SO iz} Transportation gtgpAmy - R j Is:;i;igoén;:em .
Subject heading 5 i - " Bailways ©18505,10 ) i File number
Subject heading 6 - Roads #1331 1a2ce of item in
Serial number - {Card No. 516 file

Each set will include 7 copies of this card to permit filing under
alt 6 subject hesdings and the geogranhical classification.

C-O-H_F_I_D.E N T-I-AL
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. APPENDIX 2

SUBJECT HEADINGS»FOR INTELLIGENCE CATALOGUE

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE .

ARMY

. )
Order of Battle ,
Organization ' , - ) '
Manpower ' 1 / ' ‘
Equlpment ' ’ ‘
Unlforms, Inslgnla Dedoratzons Awards, Citations,'Raﬁk
Fortifications . o
Tactics and Strategy - 0
Training . s
Intelligonce and COunterﬁlntelllgence
. Logict
- Adi

stion .
IRREGULAR £247FS
Parpisap'Wérfare,
NAVY
‘ No subheadings
AIR (MILITARY)

Organlzatlon
Manpower and plane strength
Alrcraft, weapons, equipment -
v Installations, markings and camouflage
\ Tactics, strategy, t?alnlng !
’ Logistics - . : )
Administration
Operations , .
Airfield Intelllgence . X

BASIC_INTEL LIGENCE

 MILITARY GEOGRAPEY

Mapping and survey -
Terrain . '

Seasonal variations

Suitability 4 areas for operations L
Suitability of ereas fer airfield construction.

MILITARY GEOLOGY

Geelegy ‘and- 5011 . . ‘
Mineral supplleo /

Water supply ‘
Construction materials

METEOROLOGY AND CLIMATOLOGY

Ne subdivisions

—-._.....__._.—-......._.....-
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o S
MEDICAL GEOGRAPHY

Prevalent diseases
Seasonal pests :
‘Disease- carrying fauns
'Hygiene

ENGINEEKING INTELLIGENCE S )

Bridges

Tunnels

Rivers

Ficod control
Permansutly frozen ground -

. o ECONOMLL INTEIIIGENCE

Agricarture, forestry and fisheriés
Fuels, storage and transportation of fuels
Mincrals and mining industry
Building and construction meterials
Manulacturing industries
Shipbuilding:
lectricity supply
Water supply
D Gas supply
: Sewerage systems

LABOR 'RESOURCES : ” \

, Populatlon R . '
g + . Training and Skllls T . y

TRANSPORTATION

Railways

- Roads T
naterways and water transport
Trans-shipment points and’ 1ac111t1es
Air transport :

- TELE-COMMUNICATIONS
o Yo subheadings
PORTS
- No subheadings
CITIES AND T0ANS
No subheadings o .

SéIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL INTELLIGENCE

WEAPONS -

= Description and data on performance -
Manufacture,

MILITARY TECHNIQUES-

Nllltary construction (e.g, Bridge constructlng, constructlon
of ice roads etc.)

WFIDENTIAL
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Mlnlng
Improvlsed equlpment

SCIENTIFIC RESERRCH .

Weapons and munitions research
- War medicine | :
Gas and bacteriological research
Nuclear physics and fissionable materlals-
Research institutions

‘EVALUATIONS
' .
German evaluaulon of own 1ntelllgence

, " MILITARY . TECHWIGQUES (continued)
(Filed elso under subject)
|

CONFIDENTIAL
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